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Cairns defends conferences

\ TASER DEATHS

,laser firms

picked up
coroner's

tab to give ~lectures .-
S

-----------':':>
BY CAROLINE ALPHONSO C
AND JESSICA LEEDER TORONTO -;z
AND OMAR EL AKKAD LAS VEGAS

Taser Internatianal and an- ~
ather campany clasely linked
to. the manufacturer have paid :t
the way for Ontaria's deputy ,\\'

chief caroner to. lecture at \.IJ
their canferences an the phe- ;'1\

namenan af "excited deliri- su"/
urn," a medically I
unrecagnized term that the ,
campany aften cites as a rea- \!)
san peaple die after being ta­
sered.

James Cairns, ane af the
cauntry's mast high-profile
caroners, who. publicly adva­
cates the use af the stun gun,
has became ane af the tap
Canadian experts Taser affi­
cials turn to. for help sharing
up public support far their
praducts in times af crisis.
Since the death af Rabert
Dziekanski, a Palish immi­
grant, at Vancouver Interna­
tianal Airpart last manth,
Taser has repeatedly urged
jaurnalists to. cantact Dr.
Cairns far his pro-taser views.

Dr. Cairns has recently given
seminars at two. canferences
hasted by Taser Internatianal
- ane in July in Chicago. and
anather last year in Las Vegas.

He has also. spaken at aLas
Vegas canference far the In­
stitute for the Preventian af
In-Custady Deaths, a small
private campany with ties to.
Taser. It is headed by Jahn Pe­
ters, a cammunicatians spe­
cialist who. aften acts as a
caurse instructar far Taser In­
ternatianal. Its anly ather di­
rectar is Michael Brave, a
Taser legal executive.
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Dr. Cairns was slated to.
deliver a talk yesterday,
titled "Excited Delirium

Deaths: Public Inquiry Pra­
cess; ED Training for Ontario.
Provincial Palice Officer and its
Impact an the Caraner's Of­
fice" at the institute's 2007
canference. He dropped aut
because he was testifying at an
inquiry in Ontario., where he
admitted to. shielding dis­
graced pathalagist Charles
Smith.

In an interview with The
Glabe and Mail yesterday, Dr.
Cairns said he daesn't believe
his participatian at the canfer­
ences is a canflict af interest.
He said he attends the canfer­
ences an vacatian time and
paid his awn way to. attend the
first ane.

Hawever, he allawed Taser
and the institute to. pay his ha­
tel and travel expenses far sub­
sequent canferences.

Banita Parter, Ontaria's chief
caroner, said it is nat uncam­
man far members afher staff
to. have expenses paid by can­
ference hasts.

l

"If he's gaing to. share aur ex­
periences and it might imprave
public safety anywhere, I dan't
see haw that could be cansid­
ered to.be a canflict," she said.

But Dr. Cairns's attendance
raises questians abaut the ap­
pearance af bias when prabing
the issue af whether tasers can
kill. While he has nat presided
aver any taser-related inquests,
his expert apinian an the role
af tasers in certain in-custady
deaths has aften been salicited.
At a 2005 inquest, he testified
that an Ontario. man, who. was
tasered three times by palice
and died less than an haur lat­
(lr in haspital, was nat killed by
the taser because af the time
lapse between the shacks and
his death.

The year befare, Dr. Cairns
urged the Taranta Palice Serv­
ices Baard to.expand the use af
tasers, saying: "I am absalutely
canvinced tasers will save lives
instead af taking lives. And I
hape same day, ifI am in the
pasitian, please taser me be­
fare yau shaat me."

Dr. Cairns defended his at-

tendance at variaus Taser can­
ferences. He said he daesn't
accept a fee for speaking to.
avaid any patential canflicts af
interest.

"I am nat an agent far Taser
or anything else. I do.nat awn
Taser shares. I wanted there to.
be no. canflict af interest," he
said, adding: "I have been in­
vited to.many ather canferenc­
es across the warld to.talk
abaut things. In thase situ­
atians, it's always the same."

Taser Internatianal did nat
return phane calls.

Accarding to.Mr. Peters's
write-up af the 200.6 Taser can­
ference inJ,.as Vegas, Dr. Cairns
gave a talk in which he "graph­
icallyemphasized ... that nane
afthe numerous in-custady
death cases which he has been
intimately invalved with were
caused by the deplayment af
Taser devices." .

On the subject af hasting a
seminar an excited delirium at
the Taser conferences, Dr.
Cairns said: "I think the mare
that we understand about all
these issues, the better."


