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Dear Chief McLaren,

Re: Assessment and disclosure of information relating to mental illness

I am writing about the potentially discriminatory impact of employment and volunteer­
related police records searches on persons who have had non-criminal contact with
police relating to mental illness. You may recall that the Ontario Human Rights
Commission (the "Commission") wrote to the Ministry of Public Safety and Security
about this matter on December 31 , 2002, and copied this letter to the Ontario
Association of Chiefs of Police ("OACP"). Because of ongoing concerns, the
Commission has decided to contact police services province-wide about the matter.

I understand that Chiefs of Police have absolute responsibility pertaining to the use and
disclosure of personal information, and that the Law Enforcement and Records
Manager's Network (LEARN), administered by a subcommittee of your organization,
has developed guidelines on release of such information as a reference for police
services. For these reasons, OACP is particularly well situated to play a positive role in
addressing the human rights concerns that have been raised, and in assisting police
services to comply with their obligations under Ontario's Human Rights Code. Please
see the enclosed documents for more information.

Yours truly,

Barbara Hall, B.A, LL.B, Ph.D (hon.)
Chief Commissioner



c.c. Honorable Monte Kwinter
Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services

} pgvld Simpson, Director (Acting)V Psychiatric Patient Advocate Office

Ann Cavoukian
Information and Privacy Commissioner

Christine Robson
Chairperson, OACP Information and Technology Sub-committee
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